Long-Term Disposition
INTRODUCTION
Long-term disposition of the excess plutonium from dismantled nuclear weapons—the third stage in the process beginning with dismantlement of weapons and intermediate storage of fissile materials—will be a long, complex, and expensive endeavor.
•   All of the plausible options stretch out over decades, counting both the time required to get ready to begin and the time needed to complete the disposition campaign.
•   All options are likely to involve a net economic cost, rather than providing a net profit from this material.
•   All options involve unresolved issues and risks of uncertain magnitude.
•   None of the options is sufficiently developed to be chosen as the preferred approach until outstanding questions are answered.
This chapter offers not a final answer but a road map for arriving at one; it is intended to provide guidelines for the necessary national and international debate to come, to narrow the focus of attention to the subset of options most likely to minimize risks, and to provide plausible end points for the dismantlement and storage activities now under way.d plutonium and HEU;
